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As Fr. Symeon led the catechumans in
the Creed in the narthex, Fr. James
chanted !Blessed is the Kingdom.." at

the altar to begin the Holy Saturday Morning
Divine Liturgy. During the Little Entrance, the
priests came to the narthex for the baptisms
of Tyler !Ephraim" Kocurek and Justin Blocker
and the chrismations of Nasly !Emelia" Anglin
and Sandy !Anna" Ramirez.

Once the baptisms and chrismations
were completed, the newly illumined
entered into the sanctuary led by the priests
as the chanters chanted the Hymn of the
Three Holy Youths. We are blessed to see our
St. George family grow. We pray for God#s
blessings upon our new members as they
continue on their journey in the Church. May
God grant them many years!

welcome home
illuminedartThou
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Expansion Update

Much progress has
been made on the
Expansion Project this
spring. As you can see
from the pictures to the
left, all the exterior walls
of the sanctuary have
been removed.

Next, foundation will
be poured and steel
(which has arrived) will
begin to go up. We
should be able to
worship in the sanctuary
until the end of May. We
will then move services
into the Hall until the
complet ion of the
project which should be
t h e f i r s t w e e k o f
September.

In addition to the
actual building project,
we have received
updates and pictures
from mosaic artist Aidan
Hart in Wales who is
working on two mosaic
murals which will go on
the newly fo rmed
interior east walls of the
church (The Crucifixion
on the left of the
iconostasis and The
Resurrection on the
right.) The mosaics
should be installed
around Christmas.

We thank everyone
for your prayers and
continued support of
t h e p r o j e c t a n d
e s p e c i a l l y y o u r
adaptability as we go
through the process.
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2015 Vacation Bible School

June 15-19
9:30 a.m - 12:30 p.m.

3511 Yoakum Blvd.

Annunciation
Cathedral

Name:__________________________ Age: ____ Completed Grade:______

Address:  _________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________  State: _______  Zip:  ____________

Cell Phone: ______________________  Email:__________________________

In case of emergency contact: (Name & Cell)
_________________________________________________________________

Allergies or other medical conditions:
_________________________________________________________________

Home Church: ___________________________________________________

Name of one special friend your child might like to be with:

Tribe Family name (for church use only):_____________________________

*Return completed form & check to:
Irene Cassis, Annunciation GO Cathedral, 3511 Yoakum Blvd, Houston TX 77006

(4 year olds to 6th graders & teen assistants  -  $35 per person payable to !AGOC %VBS")

Deadline: May 31st; $45 per person after May 31st

_________________________________________________________________
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Teens & Ladies Altar Society Visit St. Paraskeve Monastery/Generations

baptisms

chrismations

March 7

daughter of Fr. Symeon & Kh. Jing Kees

March 8

sons of Jason & Samar Nasra

March 14

son of Chris & Tiffany Joudi

March 15

son of Haitham & Lisa Foty

March 29

son of Albert & Tarwoob Delgado

April 4

son of Joseph & Jordan Krill

April 11

April 11

April 18

son of Charles & Chrissa Johnson

April 19

son of Khaled & Amal Khalaf

April 11

April 11

Genevieve Elizabeth Kees

Alexander Samir !Nicholas" Nasra
Zane Marwan !Anthony" Nasra

Kingston Anthony Joudi

Ramy Foty

Andrew Anise Delgado

Luke Timothy Krill

Tyler !Ephraim" Kocurek

Justin Blocker

Micah Emmanuel Johnson

Nidal !Nicholas" Khalaf

Sandra Lucila !Anna" Ramirez

Nasly Anglin

Both the Teen SOYO (3/28) and the Ladies Altar Society
(4/15) visited the St. Paraskeve Monstery in Washington,
TX. The teens did some volunteer work on the property. Both
groups were shown extreme hospitality from the blessed
sisters of the community.
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Lenten Retreat

On March 21, our Lenten journey was fortified with a retreat given by
Fr. Jordan Brown of Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Boulder, Colorado. As a
former pastor of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral and former
Orthodox College Fellowship leader at UT Austin, this much beloved priest
was welcomed warmly by our community.

Fr. Jordan spoke in detail about prayer, urging us to live a life of prayer
and giving examples of contemporary faithful, such as Fr. George Calciu
of Romania, whom we could emulate. He also offered us the image of
prayer as a journey, a patient struggle toward a concrete destination: TO
BE WITH GOD. He reminded us that we are never alone. We are always
connected to our Church family, those we see in the pew next to us, as well
as those we cannot see.

!Why is there division in the home?" he asked us. !Why is there disunity
in the Church?" !Absence of prayer, " he answered. We must come
together in prayer as a family, if we desire to truly be the body of Christ.
Many icons show the upper part of Christ. We, united, are to complete the
picture as the body of Christ. Fr. Jordan encouraged us to BEGIN. If we

take one step toward Christ, He takes ten steps toward us. But we have to begin.
Further, Fr. Jordan said that Prayer's goal is the Liturgy. The Liturgy's goal is Communion.

Community and personal prayer belong together. If you are bored in Church, take a look at your
personal prayer life, he urged. He suggested thinking of communal and personal prayer as two folded
hands. Without community, personal prayer degenerates into egotism. Without personal prayer,
communal prayer becomes an empty routine.

Prayer draws us near to God. The Sacraments bring us into union with God. If we are not with
God, we are open to the work of the demons,
we were cautioned. Fr. Jordan encouraged
us to form a consistent and fruitful prayer
routine, to set aside a regular time of prayer
each day and to talk to our priest to help us
construct a rule of prayer particular to our own
life and situation. By the end of the day, we left
refreshed, reminded, refocused on the
necessity and joy of prayer. We offer our
heartfelt thanks to the Fellowship of St. John
the Divine, Spiritual Involvement Ministry and
the Ladies Altar Society for providing us with
such a rewarding opportunity for spiritual and
communal growth.

L e n t e n   R e t r e a t
with

Fr. Jordan Brown

Fr. Jordan with families of former UT students he ministered to in Austin.
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Persecution Of Christians In The Middle East By His Grace Bishop Thomas

In recent months, images and stories of
Christians being killed for their faith in the
Middle East have flooded our news

sources and dominated our social media. We see
beheadings and shootings, sometimes available
as gruesome videos on the Internet that are
intended by their makers to inspire some to join
their cause and others to cower in fear. We have
seen bishops kidnaped, priests shot in the street as
they ministered to the suffering, and innocents
lined up and had their heads sawn off with knives.

Christians are not the only ones suffering in
the Middle East$ Muslims, Druze, Yazidis and
others are also being targeted by the armies of
takfirism. They are also dying for their faith, and
even though we Christians do not share their
religion with them, we still suffer with them in
solidarity, because Christ still died and rose from
the dead for them, even if they do not believe it.

We ask God, !Why?" We ask each other,
!What can be done? " We wonder what kind of
response there can be to this horrifying new reality,
the spirit of takfirism, the mindset that makes
religious accusation of others into a way of life,
enforced by death and suffering for those who do
not measure up to the ideology of these armies
that sweep across that ancient, sanctified land.
How are we to understand what is happening?
There is no shortage of analysis in the news and
debate among our political leaders. But their
answers do not satisfy, do they?

Christians who belong to the Orthodox
Church are well acquainted with martyrdom,

even if we ourselves do not live in places where
our family and friends are being killed for Christ.
Martyrdom forms the whole narrative shape of
our history. Our calendar of saints is filled with
thousands of martyrs# names, and there are
millions more whose names we do not know. It
was martyrdom itself which gave rise to our
whole concept of having publicly venerated
saints.

And while we often think of martyrdom as
something belonging primarily to the early
history of the Church prior to its legalization in the
fourth century Roman Empire, there were many
martyrdoms that followed as once-Christian
lands were conquered and a new order set up.
And the twentieth century also saw martyrdom
of Christians with the advent of Communism
especially in Eastern Europe, on a scale likely
greater than all previous martyrdoms
combined.

But it is not much comfort to look at these
terrifying images from the Middle East and to
say, !Yes, we have seen this before." There is
nevertheless beauty and hope that we can find
in all this, and it comes from this historic
experience of martyrdom which Orthodox
Christians know intimately.

The persecutors of Christians have always
seen them as a threat to their own societal order.
Most Christians have not been killed merely as
an act of hatred. Rather, Christians were seen as
a threat to pagan Rome. They were a threat to
the Muslim conquerors, first the Arabs and then

(continued on next page)
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Persecution Of Christians In The Middle East By His Grace Bishop Thomas (cont.)

the Ottoman Turks. They were a threat to the
Soviets, whose extermination of Christians was
the most !successful" of all. This threat was
manifest in how the martyrdoms usually
went$ the opportunity is given to conform to the
religious/ideological order of the day, whether
pagan or Muslim or Communist, and death is
given to those who refuse to conform.

The current persecutors of Christians are
likewise functioning in the same way$ their vision
of a new Caliphate for Islam in the Middle East
has no room for either Muslims who are not
conforming to their interpretation of Islam nor for
Christians or people of other religions, and their
denunciations and accusations of those who
refuse to conform motivate them to kill. This is the
source of this Arabic term takfir$ the accusation
of infidelity to the proper order of society. We
should note here that not all pagans, Muslims or
even Communists have treated Christians as a
threat. There have been periods of peace in all
those societies, where co-existence was
possible. But we are addressing here specifically
those for whom peace and co-existence is not
possible, those for whom anyone who does not
bow to their ideology must be eliminated.

So why is the Christian a threat? It is
because he believes in the resurrection.
Christianity is the only faith in the world whose
seminal, defining event is the death and
resurrection of the God whom we worship. And
we believe that we can be joined to His death
and therefore also His resurrection. We can join
Him in the conquest of death itself. And if death
itself can be conquered, that means that no
king, no emperor, no premier, no president and
no caliph can claim ultimate power over us. Just
look at the responses of the martyrs: They
sometimes laugh in the face of martyrdom.
Sometimes, they sing. Sometimes, they go out
preaching. They so very often go out with the
name of Jesus on their lips, praying even for
those who are killing them. They go out with joy!
So while we feel the pain of their loss and grieve
in our hearts for them and their families, and

while we pursue all that we can to bring peace to
that troubled land, we do not !grieve as those who
have no hope " (I Thess. 4:13). An earthly power
may slay the bodies of Christians, but he can
have no ultimate power over them, for they have
joined their risen Savior in the conquest of death
itself. We grieve the death of the martyrs, but our
grief will be swallowed up in rejoicing. We rejoice
with them in their victory over temptation, their
victory over the cares of this world, their victory
over even death, ! the last enemy " (I Cor. 15:26).

Together, let us hear and write indelibly on
our hearts these powerful words from our holy
father John Chrysostom:

!O Death, where is your sting? O
Hell, where is your victory? Christ is
risen, and you are over thrown! Christ is
risen, and the demons are fallen!
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is risen, and life reigns! Christ is
risen, and not one dead remains in
the grave! For Christ, being risen from
the dead, is become the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep. To Him
be glory and dominion unto ages of
ages. Amen "
(Paschal Sermon of St. John Chrysostom).

(continued)
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